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Deidre is the first
Black woman in the US
to open and run a hostel.

ABOUT
BUSINESS
Deidre Mathis is a hotelier, author, and world traveler. She created Wanderstay Hospitality Group, a hybrid hospitality brand in 2018. The 
first location, Wanderstay Houston Hostel, opened summer 2018 in Houston, Texas and offers themed private and shared accommoda-
tions. The 2nd location, a boutique hotel, opened in 2022. Mathis is the first Black woman to own a hostel in the United States. Mathis 
is also the Director for the Wander Abroad Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) organization that provides passports and short-term study abroad 
programs to college students. (www.WanderAbroad.org)

Having traveled to over 44 countries on all 7 continents, she fell in love with the instant community and cultural diversity boutique accom-
modations provided. She wanted to bring that same experience stateside, and thus the concept for Wanderstay was born. 

DEVELOPMENT
PROFESSIONAL 

EDUCATION
B.S. Broadcast Journalism, 
Florida A&M University

M.A. Corporate Communications, 
Bowie State University

Graduate Certificate, Tourism Management, 
George Washington University

• Certificate of  Hospitality and Tourism 
Management, Florida Atlantic University

• Tory Burch 2019 Fellow
• New Leaders Council (NLC) 2018 Houston 

Fellow 
• Leadership Houston, Class 37
• 1863 Pipeline Program Cohort 2

SMALL BUSINESS OWNER, BUDGET TRAVEL
EXPERT, AUTHOR, KEYNOTE SPEAKER

DEIDRE
MATHIS



Deidre@WanderstayHotels.com www.DeidreMathis.com
I can't wait to
work with you.

DEIDRE INCLUDE
ACCOLADES FOR

Winning over $85,000 in business pitch competitions, including:
• 1st place Bank of  America/Mastercard GROW YOUR BIZ Pitch Competition 

• 1st place Urban League Local AND National Pitch Competitions

• 1st place Houston Liftoff  Competition Winner 

• 1st place Capital One GDTB Winner 

• 2nd place New Voices Fund Pitch

• 2nd place Texas Black Expo Pitch Winner 

• 3rd place HCC Business Plan Competition Winner 

• Beyoncés BeyGOOD/NAACP Minority Small Business Grant Recipient

DEIDRE'S SUBJECT MATTER 
EXPERTISE AREAS
•    Business Pitch Competitions

•    Study Abroad

•    Budget Traveling

•    Starting/Funding/Running a small business

THINGS
TO NOTE
•    Deidre has traveled 18 countries solo.

•    Deidre completed a travel gap year after earning her
 master’s degree traveling

•    Deidre has raised/earned over $100,000 in crowdfunding
 and pitch competitions.

•    Deidre has secured over $1.5 million in SBA
 business loans.

PREVIOUS 
SPEAKING

POINTS
Deidre's Speaking Points:
• Studying and Living Abroad

• Diversity in Travel

• Solo Travel

• Self-Publishing a Book

• Planning a Travel Gap Year

• Raising Capital to Start a

 Business/Winning

• How to Be Successful in a Pitch 

 Competition

• Budget Traveling (Domestic &

 International)

• How to Write A Business Plan

• How to Increase Credit Score for

 Business Loan

•    Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
•    Leadership Houston, New Leaders Council (Houston Chapter).

PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS


